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[Marks : 40]
In view of the complications involved in

understanding the concept of democracy, we focus
on the basic features of democracy, which will help
us in distinguishing democratic government from the
non-democratic government.

To learn the basic concept of democracy we
take an imaginary example. Let us imagine a territory
situated far away from the civilized world and
populated by small size of population. People
in the territory are living in disorderly manner.
In such a situation each one will be thinking
of betterment of himself and his own interests.
There will be fights over the means of food,
firewood, livestock of weaker will be snatched
away by the stronger ones. Rule of “Might is Right”
will prevail in the group. Conflicting interests
will make everyone suffer. It will give rise to
rivalry, competition and disputes amongst the people.
People will need protection and internal order.
When the internal security in endured, there is
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a fear of external aggression. So people will
need protection from foreign aggression as well.

This will make the people realize that, there
are some problems which are to be solved collectively.
So they will come together and discuss their problems
and the remedies to them. Gradually they will form
themselves into an organized group. They will
start thinking of the problems arising out of
conflicting interests, problems of the group as a
whole and also the ways and means of tackling these
problems. Of course, this will not take place in
one meeting. To begin with, all people of the
territory will come together time and again, sit
and will take collective decisions in the interests of
the whole group.

The  problem will arise as to who will
decide what is beneficial to all. Who will make
the laws ? Who will implement the laws ? Therefore,
for making and implementing laws which are beneficial
to all, then government will become necessary,
for maintaining peace and order a body called
Government will be needed.


